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Biological Review 

Considerations 
  

  

  • Threatened and Endangered 

Species  

• Migratory Birds 

• Bald Eagles and Golden Eagles 

 



Threatened and 

Endangered Species   
  

  

• Section 1.1307(a)(3) of the Commission’s rules, 47 

C.F.R. §1.1307(a)(3), requires applicants, licensees, 

& tower owners to consider the impact of proposed 

facilities under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 16 

U.S.C. s. 1531 et seq. Applicants must determine 

whether any proposed facilities may affect listed, 

threatened or endangered species or designated 

critical habitats, or are likely to jeopardize the 

continued existence of any proposed threatened or 

endangered species or designated critical habitats. 

Applicants are also required to notify the FCC & file 

an environmental assessment if any of these 

conditions exist.  

 



Threatened and 

Endangered Species   
  

  

• Plants and animals  

• Determine if T&E species at your 

proposed facility site 

 

 



Threatened and 

Endangered Species 
  

  

  
• Information, Planning, and Conservation 

(IPaC)  

– USFWS online tool  

– Provides species lists, critical habitat 

designations 

– http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ 

 

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
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Threatened and 

Endangered Species   
  

  

• If listed or proposed threatened or 

endangered species or designated or 

proposed critical habitats are present 

in the county or counties where the 

“action area” is located and would not 

be affected by the proposed antenna 

structure:  
– Explain how the applicant determined that there 

would be no effect and provide the materials (with 

citations) that formed the basis for this 

determination (e.g., maps or lists from relevant 

FWS databases. 



Threatened and 

Endangered Species   
  

  

• If the proposed antenna structure may 

affect, but is not likely to adversely 

affect, listed or proposed threatened or 

endangered species or designated or 

proposed critical habitats in the action 

area:  
– Provide a letter from FWS concurring with the 

applicant’s informal biological assessment. If any 

measures are proposed to mitigate any effects on 

species or habitats, the assessment must outline 

those measures with FWS concurrence. 

– e.g., Indiana bat 



Threatened and 

Endangered Species   
  

  

• If present and if the proposed antenna 

structure may affect, and is likely to 

adversely affect, listed or proposed 

threatened or endangered species or 

listed or proposed designated critical 

habitats in the action area  
– Prepare a formal biological assessment as outlined 

in 50 C.F.R. § 402.01 et seq. The applicant should 

provide the formal biological assessment to the 

FCC for formal consultation with the FWS.  
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• Threatened and Endangered 

Species  

• Migratory Birds 

• Bald Eagles and Golden Eagles 

 



Estimated 4 million – 50 million bird 

fatalities at communications towers 

annually in U.S. 

 

Almost all are violations of the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 



Detected Bird Mortality 

• Most frequently detected  

– Songbirds 

• Vireos 

• Warblers 

• Thrushes  

• Sparrows 

– Shorebirds 

– Waterfowl 
 

 

I. Jeklin 

G. Beaton 



Variables Related to Bird 

Collisions 
• Weather 

 

• Tower support systems  

 

• Tower heights   

 

• Tower light systems 

 

• Location in the landscape 
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For more information 

contact: 

Joelle.Gehring@FCC.gov 


